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CHILDREN AND PLASTICS: STAGES 1
AND 2 AND BACKGROUND. Science
5/13. Horn, Mary. London, England:
Macdonald, 1974. ISBN 0-356-04352-5
Grade(s): 4,5,6,7
Supplies: Materials available locally or
from commercial suppliers.
Guide: $9.00 (Available in the U.S. from
Teacher's Laboratory.)
In CHILDREN AND PLASTICS, a common, everyday material is used as the stimulus to involve children in a variety of scientific processes. The teacher raises questions about the properties of plastic. Then children propose inquiries, design experiments, communicate, measure, and solve problems as they investigate the strength, bendability, and stretchability of plastic bags, bottles, and threads. The uses of plastic are explored, and children set up tests to compare how different plastic clothes repel water, stay warm, or get clean. The background information provides enough support so that the teacher can successfully direct the learning experiences.
CLASSIFICATION FUN. Missouri Botanical Garden (Suitcase Science). St. Louis, MO: Missouri Botanical Garden [no date].
Grade(s): P,K, 1,2,3
Supplies: Materials available locally or kit from Missouri Botanical Garden. Kit: free local loan with $25.00 deposit
In CLASSIFICATION FUN, children learn to distinguish between living and nonliving objects, use careful observation to establish criteria for sorting, and investigate adaptations that influence formal classification of plants and animals. The guide contains a complete materials list and many ideas for extension. Although written to accompany a Suitcase Science kit, this guide can be used very effectively alone.
CLASSROOM DESIGN. Unified Science and Mathematics for Elementary Schools (USMES). Newton, MA: Education Development Center, Inc., 1974. Grade(s): 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 Supplies: Materials available locally. Out of print. Available on SCIENCE HELPER K-8 or from ERIC (see Sources index).
Each USMES unit is based on a challenge that presents a school or community problem to be solved by the children. The CLASSROOM DESIGN challenge: Find ways to make the classroom a better place. Children help to establish priorities among areas needing change. They assess the suitability of the proposed changes to their room and also consider costs and availability of materials before changes can be implemented. The teacher's guide includes examples of student-drawn class designs and preference surveys; however, no specific lesson plans are provided. A list of questions is included to stimulate further investigation or analysis.
CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT. Unified Science and Mathematics for Elementary Schools (USMES). Newton, MA: Education Development Center, Inc., 1975. Grade(s): 1,2,3,4,5,6 Supplies: Materials available locally. Out of print. Available from ERIC (see Sources index).
Each USMES unit is based on a challenge that presents a school or community problem to be solved by the children. The CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT challenge: Find ways of developing and maintaining a well-run classroom. This challenge can be introduced easily at the beginning of the school year before class routines have been established. It can also be used effectively to solve problems of management that occur during the course of the year. The teacher's guide includes a range of possible activities; however, no specific lesson plans are provided. A list of questions is included to stimulate further investigation or analysis.
COLOUR. Learning Through Science. Kincaid, Doug, and Richards, Roy. London, England: Macdonald, 1981. ISBN 0-356-07550-8 Grade(s):K, 1,2,3,4
Supplies: Materials available locally or from commercial suooliers.
In the COLOUR activity cards, observation skills are heightened as children study the world of color. Each activity raises questions then proposes inquiries that will lead children to a better understanding of colors in relation to the local environment. Children collect items of various colors, experiment with the mixing of colors, assess the usefulness of color in certain items, investigate color perception, and learn about the importance of color to the success of plants and animals. The 24 activitv cards can he. useH inHp.np.nHe.ntlv hv rhilrlrp.n or as a, 1982. Grade(s): 4,5,6,7
